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The Power of an SLDS



What is a Statewide Longitudinal Data System?

• SLDSs connect statewide information from separate 

agencies which span early childhood, K-12 and 

postsecondary education, health, human services, 

criminal justice involvement, and employment. 

• SLDSs enable cross-sector data analysis to build 

evidence that help leaders address important policy 

questions and better support the public. 

• SLDSs can help the public – families, educators, 

local leaders – get information they need to make 

informed decisions. 
Source: Data Quality Campaign



The Power of an SLDS



NJSDS Overview



Introduction

 The New Jersey Statewide Data System (NJSDS) is the State of New Jersey’s 

centralized longitudinal data system for administrative data. Formed in 2012, 

NJSDS connects people to data to improve policy outcomes by providing access 

to information in support of research and evaluation.

 Administered by the Heldrich Center at Rutgers University, NJSDS is a 

partnership of four state agencies: 



NJSDS Mission

NJSDS aims to help the public and stakeholders make data-
informed decisions to improve public policies and practices for New 

Jersey residents. This includes facilitating longitudinal and linked-
data research, providing statistical data, and publishing reports on 

the NJSDS website.



History of NJSDS



Executive Leadership Committee

Data Stewards Work Group

Data Advisory Council

Longitudinal Data Advisory Committee

Governing Bodies



Current Data Sources



Current Research Agenda

• Every three years, the NJSDS governing 

body develops a research agenda which 

guides the development of internal and 

external products. 

• This year, we updated the research 

agenda with stakeholder feedback to 

include new research topics guiding the 

next three years. 



Privacy, Security, & Confidentiality
Five Safes



Privacy and Confidentiality: Managing Risk

Safe Projects: consistent with agency mission and utility

Safe People: approved and trained researchers; tiers of legal controls

Safe Settings: secure environments

Safe Data: deidentified data

Safe Outputs: disclosure reviews and export controls

SAFE USE



Safe Outputs: Confidentiality & Safe Reporting

• NJSDS Acceptable Use Guidelines

• Requires minimum cell counts before data are exported from the 

data system

• Protects individuals (minimum cells sizes of 10) and Firms (minimum 

cell size of 3 within a limited geographic area for an industry)

• Redisclosure measures are also examined (even if you meet the cell 

size standards, if you can infer the size of a group using arithmetic, 

more suppression is required)

https://njsds.nj.gov/wp-content/uploads/Acceptable_Use_Guidelines_Revised_2019.pdf


Recent NJSDS Projects



Project Spotlight: Higher Education Outcomes

• Analyzes labor market outcomes such as employment and wages of 
various graduating cohorts in New Jersey: 

• Compares the changes in these outcomes between different groups within an 
institutions across time including

• Program majors

• Demographics

• Shows value added of a college degree within each institutions in the state

• Shows granular level information taking into consideration disclosure 
issues

• Helps prospective students in their decision-making process



Project Spotlight: Higher Education Outcomes



Project Spotlight: Remedial Coursework



Project Spotlight: Remedial Coursework



Tuition Aid Grant Graduation Outcomes



Multi-State Collaboration





Collaboration Benefits

• Addressing limitations of individual state systems

• Sharing of ideas and resources

• Avoiding duplication of efforts

• Developing data models for interoperability 



Pilot Data Sharing Projects



Future Initiatives 

• Future External Data Access

• Current request process for state agency partners

• 2025 application for external researchers

• 2025 Applied Data Analytics courses

• Future Products

• Career and Technical Education Program Outcomes

• Benefits of Education Expansion

• Enhanced Higher Education Outcomes Dashboard



Thank you! 
Website: https://njsds.nj.gov

Email: njsds@ejb.rutgers.edu


